>> — 


- 
" T-Fh-S 


PASTOR” s Care and Dignity, 
AND 


Lhe People's Duty. 


SERMON 
Aſſembly of EM, _ 


AT 
TAUNTON, 7th canals I 692. 


5, 


| By G. Troy+ 


{ London : Printed far John Salusbury, 
at the Riſing Sun in Cornh1l. 1693. 


erode Dc een oo—_ oo meer 


_ 


| 
' 


-- 


| Courteous Reader, 
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a former Piece, pleading for a 
Seventh - Day Sabbath, a few 


Months fince morally neceſſitated; and the 


Importunity and earnef# Intreaties of 
thoſe whoſe conjun Defires were deem'd 
cogent and undeniable Injunttious, now 
conftrain'd, you had never ſeen the Au- 
thor wp than whom ſcarce any one 
more defires Retiredneſs and Obſcurtty, 


or was reſolved more again#? q aki 


in Publick : But as the former Diſcourſe 
was judged ſeaſonable and proper to ob- 
ftruf an Error, ſo this Sermon has been 


| jugs both by others) to be beneficial 


and 'uſeful for Prattice, eſpecially for the 
Regulators of others Prattice ( the Mini- 
fters of the Goſpel) unto which if it con- 
duce any thing, you ought to thank ay 

2 who 
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who have wreſted it from me ; # 1} 
could not judge it worthy of any. better | 
Fate, than other of its Companions, eves | 
to breath out its lat gaſp in the Pulpit, 
and to lie buried ever after in ſcatter d * 
Papers. | 

Concerning the Sermon itſelf, I ſhall | 
onely ſay, 1 have been as exatt-as well 
1 could in ſending the ſame Diſcourſe 
to be printed, that was preach'd, ( only 
a Scripture or two may be added, which 
were in the Notes, but not deliver d, be- | 
cauſe of too great Prolixity, and ſome Jit- | 
tle Alteration in a few words,) which if 
it conduces a} much to the Glory of God, + 
and Spiritual Good of Others, (chrefly of | 
"my Brethren in. the Miniſtry) as 1 was 
made to believe by my charitable and ju- | 
dicious Auditors, twas adapted ro;T have | 
all my Deſi ign, and my Prayer *, ewes God | 
will make it . 
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Paſtor's Care and Dignity, 
AND THE 


| PEOPLE's DUTY. 


_ " th. th. - —— 
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, : x Cor. IV. 1. 

Let a man ſo account of us, as of 
i | the Miniſters of Chrift, and 
e | Stewards of the Miſteries of 
1 GOD. 


HE holy Apoſtle having in the 

| | fouregoing Chapter ſharply re- 
-prov'd the Corinthians for their 
fattious Adhering to, and Applauding 
of one Miniſter, or ſome Miniſters, with 


Az the 
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the Contempt and Rejettion of others, 
and declaring them to be carnal, igno- 
rant, and filly in ſodoing, backs his Re- 
proof, and proves his Charge by ſeve- 
ral Arguments : 


1. As that all Miniſters have the 
fame Function and Calling, are all La- 
bourers with God. 

2. That they are all imploy'd in 
the ſame Work, and carry on the ſame 
Deſign, the Manuring of God's Huf- 
bandry, the Advancing of God's Build- 
in 

C That whatever any Miniſter does 
of good, whatever ſucceſs he has in his 
Labours,'tis not from himſelf, nor from 
his Labours, nor from his Parts, (his 
Learning 6: Eloquence}no nor from yet 
his Graces ; but *tis alone from God's 
Bleſſing, and by the Operation of his 
Spirit. Wherefore the Apoſtle con- 
cludes with an expreſs Prohibition of | 
T carnal and ſinful PraCtice. 

. Let no Man glory in Man, for. | 
all? are yours ? We Paxl, or Apots 
los, 


#d the People's Duty. 


: Jos, or Cephas, all Miniiters;: whether 


Apoſtles, or Evangeliits, or athers, are 
the» Churches for her Edification and 
Salvation, with all their Abuhnes, 
Parts, Graces, and Labours, which are 


for the Spiritual Gocd ct the People of 


God; of what Parts: or Opinion ſoe- 
ver, all thoſe that are found im the Fun- 
damentals of Faith and PraQtice, that 
teach what we ought to believe and 
do that we may pleaſe God here, and 
be faved by him hereafter; tho' they 
have different Apprehenſions of things 
at greateſt diftance from the Foundatt- 
on, and about the Fringes of Religt- 
on. 


And having thus reproved them for 
and dehorted them from this Over-va- 
luing of, ani Doting upon ſome Mini- 
ſteers, leſt as 'ris uſual with mmprudent 
and unconſidering Perſons, they ſhould 
run into the other extream ; and be- 
cauſe rhey muſt Idolize no Miniſters, 
they ſhould Conculeat them all; and 
becauſe they muſt not Over-value any 
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one, they-ſhould Undervalue every ane : 


of them ; he begins this Fourth Cha- 
pter with the Text, Let a may 'ſo ac- 
| count of us, &c. I 
' Explication A Man indiflerently, every Man, 
0 the higheſt and greateſt, as well as the 
the loweſt and meaneſt, the moſt learn- 
ed and unlearned, account, judge, and 
. eſteem ; be rationally convinc'd and 
xiv, ſatisfied 1n his own Mind that we 
are. 
Which primarily and immediately 
"ſignifies Rowers in, about, under a Ma- 


umugit Age 


{ter or Patron ; and is from thence * 
drawn and uſed to ſignifie other ſorts ! 


of inferiour ones in Service, as here Mi- 
niſters or Domeſtick Servants; yet not 
of the meaneft or common fort of Mi- 
niſters and Servants : But, 
Stewards, Diſpenſators, Diſtributers 
wins. Of Goods from 5. & .vipw, tribua, 
paſco, rego, to gliltribute, to teed, to go- 
vern ; all proper Atts of Stewards : 
And fo of the Miniſter's Stewardſhip 


| there is a twofold Stewardſhip, ARu- | 


ral and Domeſtical, the former being 
' the 


| 
| 
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' the Inſpection and Management of the 
- Eſtate without Doors, Setting and Let- 


ting, (as: we ule to ſay) Receiving and 
Diſpoſing of the Revenues, &c. Such 
a Steward was he of whom we read 
in the beginning of the Sixteenth Cha- 
pter of Luke, who behaved himſelf 
knaviſhly and diſhoneſtly in his Place 
and Truſt, and left and reſign'd it as 
knaviſhly as.-he had kept and manag'd 
it; for when upon intelligence of his 
Unfaithfulneſs, his Lord ditcarded him, 
and required an Account of .his Ste- 
wardſhip, and told him he ſhould beno 
longer Steward ; he goes to his Lord's 
Debcors, 'and bids one to. abate fifty 
Meaſures of Oul, another twenty Mea- 
ſures of Wheat, which upon their Ac- 
count was due to his Lord; that fo he 

might have them for his Friends and 
Harbourers when he was turn'd out; 
for he was too proud to beg, and too 
delicate to 'dig and work : "and they 


thatare ſo haughty and nice, when they 


come to Poverty, are in the Road to 
Diſhoneſty and Knavery, to get their 


-'Livelihood. r. Our 


Ferſe 8 


Lake 12. 
42. 


Mogy 2491: 


Steward, not for his Injuftice, but for 
his Wit, for the Abilities that God gave 
him, not for the Abuſe that he and the 
Devil, made of them. The other, the 
Domeſtical Stewardihip is. the Truft 
and Charge of the Store and good 
Things ot the Family within Doors, 
to bring them forth, and to diſtribute 
them in due time and due manner to 
the Houſhold, and ſuch an one is {po- 
ken of, 

2. A Servant whom his Lord made 
Ruler of his Houſhold, to give them ' 
Meat in due feaſon. A Periphrafis and 
Deſcription of this Steward, as he is 
expreſly call'd elſewhere. 

3. A Steward whom his Lord ſhall 
make Ruler over his Houſhold, to give 
them their portion of Meat in due fea- 
ſon. And this is. the Steward, here 
{ſpoken of, intruſted with 

The Myſteries of God ; the ſecret, 
ſacred, hidden Things of God, Spiritu- 
al, Heavenly, Evangelical Things, —_ 
ſeries, and- hiddea from the greateſt 

—_—_ 
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:. Our Lord commends the Unjuſt | 
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and the People's Duty. 7 
-- Schollars, the moſt learned Philoſo- 

phers in the World, and from the very 
natural Man, who cannot diſcern them 

as they are in themſelves,and according 

to their own ſpiritual Nature. 


' oe © id > 0 7 oe 


. Divifion. 1. We have here the Fun. \ 
&ion and Office of Miniſters, Ser- 
vice and Stewardſhip ; or what 
they are, Servants and Stewards. 

2. The ſubjet Matter of their Ste- 
wardſhip, or the Things whereof 
they are Stewards, The Myſteries 
of God. 

. The Duty of the People, They 

muſt account them ſo, carry it 
towards them as ſuch. 


- Their Office ſhall be the Doftrine, 
and the People's Duty part of the Uſe. 


= © _ 
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Doft. x. That Miniſters are Chriſt's 

| Stewards : Tit. 1. 7.' 4 Biſhop (a 

. Miniſter) mui? be blameleſs, as the 
Steward of God. ' xt. A diſpenſati- n Car. 9. 


| on(a Stewardſhip, the fame word 7... — 
i - as 


x Coy. 9. 


The Paſtor s Care and Dignity, ' 
as 1n-the Text,) of the goſpel u K 
committed unto me. $0, 2. Ac-| 
cording to the Diſpenſation or | 
Stewardſhip which is given to| | 
me for you; the Scripture ex- 
preſly tells us that Miniſters are 
Stewards, and that their FunCti- 
op and Office is a Stewardſhip. 

| 

Which Stewardſhip is no ordinary : 

and common Stewardſhip,but the moſt 

excellent and glorious, the moſt necel- / 
fary and uſeful, and the moſt profita- 
ble and advantageous of all other : 

—_ will appear if we conſider, | 

Whoſe Stewards they are, the | 

Lord Chriſt's and God's, fo expreſly 

faid to be in the Text. And Sr. Paul 

tells us, that his Stewardſhip was com- 

mitted to him, viz. by the Lord Jeſus. 

And they are uſually called in Scri- 

pture, the. Servants of Chriſt, Embaſ- 

ſadors.of God, and of Chriſt,Gc. now | 
according to the Excellency and De- | 


'gree of the Lord and Maſter,-1o is the | 


by kxcellency and Worth of the Steward- 


ſhip. | 
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ſhip. © Thus a Steward of the King's 
Houſhold is a far more honourable . 
Perſon, -and his Office of greater Dig- 
nity, then any others ; wherefore the 
Miniſterial Stewardſhip muſt be in» 
comparable more Noble in-this ſence 
then any-others. 

2. Over whom, or toward whom 
they are Stewards, God's Houſe, his 
Church, the;zwhole Houſhold ; autho- 
ritatively. gver the. whole Church, I 
mean ſo-in a: ſafe and well expounded 
ſence ; that is, being once duely or- 
dain'd and -authoriz'd Stewards, they 
may exerciſe. it toward, or over any 
Society, of Men,cither without or with- 
in the Pale of the Church; : without 1n 
any place of the World, among Hea» 
thens or Mahometans, where Provi- 
dence\may have caſt them ;- they have 
Authority.'t6\gather a Church from a- 


- mong them ;. and if they have Abili- 


ty and-Opportunity, they muſt endea- 
vour it; and being gather'd, they ought 
to exert the Office of God's: Steward 
over them, Within the Pale of the 
Church, 


$0 
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Church, among what Society of Chri- 
ſtians foever God may bring or place 
them, or by what Communion of Chri- | 
ſtians ſoever they may be called, they 
have there the Authority of Stewards, 
and if due Conveniency preſent, they 
ought to exert it alſo : For when a 


.Miniſter for the greater Glory of God, 


and Profit of the Church, may be cal- : 
led' from one Society of Chriſtians to 
another, that Call collates no.new Au- | 


thority on him, but gives him an Oc- | 


caſion and Opportunity to exert it 0- 
ver themſelves. 'Where-ever a Mini» | 
ſter comes among Chriſtians (all o- | 
ther things duely concurring,) he hath |: 
Authority to exert his Minifterial Ste- 
wardſhip over them ; fo 'tis faid, 


I. A; Servant whom bis Lord hath 
made Ruler over his Hoieſhold : Tndefi- | 
nitely over his Houſhold, that is, uni- 
verſally, not over fome one particular | 
part hereof, or ſome forts of Servants |: 
therein, but: over all. - And ſo, | 


—_ 


o_ wo 5 9 Jr. 


ard vhe-People's Diny. 


2. The Stemard whom his Lord hath " ” 
a Ruler. over bis Houſbold ;_ with- © 
out Exception or Limitation. So, 


3- St-Pawkbaving ſpoken of Chriſt's: 
Body, which. is the Ghurch, immedi 


—_ adds, Whereof 1 am: wade a Mini: Col. 1, bx 


fter accortling te.the diſpenſation of God 3,75 
Of the Chute; of the Body, not of &- 


; particular -part- of the Church, nor a. 
ſingular. r of the Body, but of: 


the. whole in this ſence ; not that they 


' can ever fanultancouſly exert [it OVer 


the Church; which is. the Anti-chri-: 
ſtian Uſarpaion of: Rome, who pre-' 
tends tobe [Lord of all the Stewards 
of God's Hoke, as well as of:the-infe-; 
riour Family :: Neither can another c- 
ver -ſuceeflively excrt it among all the: 


: Congregations of Chriſtians, feeing the: 


Univeris CHuACH 1s 10 far diſperſt 
througtiout | the 'Face of the whole" 


_ Earth, *So:that by their Calling they: 


| have ſuch at Univerſal Stewardſhip, 
_ | though-they-are in theic Imploymene: 


| 


limited to5particular Pants of the :Fa- 
muy 2nd biouſhold of God.: Now: ac-- 


cording 


yh 
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7 :>:cording to the-Greatneſs and Excellen- 
| cy of the Family over which Stewards 


are placed, 'is' the Worth and Dignity 
of the Stewardſhip ; wherefore ſeeing 
Miniſters. are-Stewards over the-whole 


#4. +Church-of God; ſo 'vaſtly*ngmerous, 
* and the-Family- being the moſt-glori- 


ous and excellent for Qualifications and 


Priviledges;' this Stewardſhip muſt in : 


Worth and Excellency ſurpaſs others. 


3. It we conſider theDuration there- 


| off, this Stewardſhip is for ever, during 
Life, being once-raken 1nto this Ser- - 


vice and Office of God and the Church ; | 


they are always in it, and are-bound 
while they have Abilities; Opportuni- 
ties, and any of the Family to officiate 


over, to diſpenſeto them-thoſe Things | 
whereof they 'are Stewards. For tho? | 


DefeQs in Nature, and Corporalilnabi- 
lities, and Perfecutions, and:Civil Im- 


_ pediments may: :hinger- the  Imploy- 
.ments of the Miniſtry, they cannot de- 


prive of: the Office and Furion, but 
theſe beingremoved, they muſt be ſure 
+ to 


OTE W_—_—__ mn 
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Service 


_ and the Peoples, Duty. .- 


to aft as Stewards. ., Every copſecrg- 
ted Miniſter has nailed_his'Fat tothe 
Poſts of the .SanQuary for a perpetual 


by 


ry of, for neceſſity is laid wpon me: Tea, 
wo 2 unto me if 1 preach not the goſpel, 
having the ſtewardlhip of the goſpel oxice 
committed to him. Fi moral Neceſſity 
was Jayen upon him to preach it ever 
after ; and if he ſhould wilfully refuſe 
it, woe would be unto him as 4 wilful 
Negle&er of the Duties of his Calling. 


 Asconſecrated Prieſts and Levites un- 


der the Law never became profane Per- 
ſons, but were ſtill accounted Holy to 
the Lord, and fed and maintained by 
the holy Things ; ſo neither can they, 
who under the Goſpel are devoted to, 
and. by God taken into this Miniſtry 
and Steward{lup, ever alienate them- 
ſelves ſrom it; and if they do, they 
incur the Guilt of horrid Sacriledge : 
Indeed there 4may be ſome extraordi- 
nary Caſe, wherein it may be Jawful 


\ fora Man to lay afide his Miniſterial 


B * Function, 


I 
A? 
# 


3. 


J ſo faith $r. Paul i Thowy h I mh 9. 
preach the goſpel, I have nothing to Yo ; 
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Function, and aſſuine another*. AS fop-, 

, Poſe twoBrothers, the one a King, 

Wap Biſho ; (as has been au be. | LI 
ule of by rea Riches and Aurho- 

EG ht the Cle 5) che Kin | Jjes With- 

', out Iſſue, and unle(s the top p, that 

- NEXT. (er to "he Crown, fucceeds , | 


"here is>a Moral Neceflity of” the ©- 


\' 1a of Church and' Vthte; of. 


- al Robes, 


ey 
ſ 


.. of the Biſhop to degrade himſelf, and}. 
..to_ lay aſide his, Croſier, Miter, and}. 


he IntroduCtion of Popery and Slaves | 

and the Law of the Land makes ! 
77 Regal and. Epiſcopal Digrilfies to | 
be urterly inconſiſtent in one Perſon : 
I doubt not, but *twould be the Duty | 


Lawn-ſleeves, ahd to jnveſt the Roy- 
and take to himſelf the 


| Crown, the Sword, and the Scepter.! 
- But ſuch an extraordinary Caſe falls! 


not out in many Ages. Wherefore 


: ſeeing this Stewardlhip. is for Term of 


Life, 1t is a more excellent one then} | 
thoſe that are but far a few Months; 
agd Years, and at the Bene placiFuny of 
an inconſtant Lord and Maſter: . 
4. 1 
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| 
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'e 
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of 
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%* 


,diſpente. .\ln.the Text they are Ga 5 
t- pk 


are the, Preſervers and. Diſpenſers, the © 


, ry of God in our Salvation : for who- 


_ of our, Bible, ſhall certainly be bleſſed 


in a due, full, plain manner revealing, 


4+ If we conſider ths Subject Mat- : 
;ter,of their Steward(hip, of the; Hings 


' they, are, intruſted with ,to kgep.and, . -— 


M tier ies.of God 3 and ſe are, 
The Word of God, wheref they: +: 


Preachers, the Exppynders, . | «the 
Appliers : , So St. Paul in that oremen- 

tioned place tells us, that a Diſpenſati- 2 cor. 9. 
on committed to him, which he 55 27- 
calls the Preaching of rhe Goſpel; and 

fo 8gain he tells us, That the;Diſpen- ©. 1. 25. 
. fation which was given him, or. his 
Stewardſhip, was to fulfil the Word of 
God ; not to fulfil it in itſelf, for 'tis 
compleat and perfe& in itſelf, and fo 

its own end and deſigneven the Glo- 


ever truly believes the. NoQrines, and 
, conſcienciouſly obeys the-Commands 


of God on Earth, and ſaved by him in 
Heaven ; But the meaniog 1s, to fulfil | 
it as a Miniſter of Chriſt roward them, 


B z preach- 


+. 
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-/ preaching, or writing it-to thent, and! 
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preſſing it upon them and their Com: | 


Matth. x8, Miſſion runs thus : Go'and diſciple all 


19, 20. 


Mark 16. 
IS. 


nations ; teaching them to obſerve 'all 
things whatſoever 1 have commanded you. 
And-fo Chriſt ſaid unto them oy 


into all the world, and preach the goſpel 
to every creature. The Diſpenſarion of 


the wholeWord is committed to them; 
Of'the Promiſes; to declare their Rich.: 
es, their Certainty, and their Conditt-| 
on, and ſuitablyro apply them. Of 
the Threats, to ſhew their Dreadful- 
neſs,their Infallibility, and their Terms, 
and ſuitably to apply them. Of : 
Doqrines, 'to ſhew their Truth, thei 
Harmony, their Natures,” their Ten 
dency'to God's Glory and Man's Sal- 
vation, to expound them, and prove! 
them, and confute all Errors by them; 
Of rhe Commands, to teach their Spi- 
rituality, their Latitude, their Perfe: 
tion; and' to preſs them upon the 
People for their Obedience and þl 


vance. 
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- Baptiſm 
and therefore St. Paul faith, 7 have re. 1 an II, 


1, 416the, People's: Duty, 


1 rdigancesand Sacre: Rites 
| of Chriſt's! fiturions; I meant e Sa- 
craments, ,which are only two, Bap- 
tm and the Lok D's Supper, both 
which are 1ntruſted ro SOA HL and 
as Stewards they ,on]y have the Adm 
niſtration- of. them. .S92 is Baptiſm , 


Go and diſcip e, all nations, baptifing ; 
them in bo name of the Father, and of —— ; 


the Son, and of the Holy Gho$F.. Thoſe 
ſame Perfons that are authorized to 
Teach, are authorized to Baptize, and 
none other. and therefore we fay, that 
if the Form and Matter of Baptiſm be 
uſed by. any prophane Perſon, that is 
not a daoes, that 15 Null, and 'ris no 

o is the Lo RK D's Supper; 


ceived of the Lord, that which I alſo de- © 
lrvered unto. you , That the Lord Jeſu, 
the ſame night in which he was b-: raed, 
took bread : and when he had given 


thanks, he brake it, and aid, Take, 
eat; thu is my body, which 1 broken for 


| you; this do in remembrance of me. Af- 


ter the ſame manner alſo he took the 
#- B 3 7 


tf 
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is 
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cup, "when be bat ped, ſaying, This 

54 s the new te pat iy por rg 7 
this db Ye, as oft. a e drink it, in re- 
membrance of me. | Where he rells us, 
that he deliver'd ro them the Eucha- 
riſt after the ſame manner that Chriſt 


inſtituted, as he had received, Authori- 


ry, from Ati And whoever has 'a 


6 Right. as. Steward of.C a's Myſte- 


ries to. Aviter XePment, has 
as great a Ris he and Racks ro Ad. 
miſe both. 

he Diſcipline and Cenſures, of 
the” In6l are committed to their 


FROTT 


DiſpeoAtjcr 0, Suſpenſion! I Fcnenline 


_ 16. cation, Bo gig on: S9, Foot $fee Wi 


; Jon! the key s of the kingdom of hea Mil 
: whar toe AIR thou [hall in ue th At 


n heaven : . FLA AY: 2 thoy 


kg looſe 04 earth, hall 'te Rood i 
heaven. Which i 15 ng. ent bor 


perſgnally appropriate? 60 Peter,, 'S 
the Pope would have v5 BY fo to bit: 


\ elf his prckende ry but was 


aug, to.all the A Work , and i in 
their $ 


FOANTTAEY 
in 


them to a It Miniſters 


Nacy: 


wt Reels Peaply (-Dw%h; we 


in he iſtry.and Steward Ip of the 


Golpel;. Wholever fins. ye remit they 7 -y I6. 
' are remitted unto them, and whoſoever * 
' . fins ye retain they are retained.” From 


which Paſſages. we. may gather thac 
Niners, 9g, Mens to. ex 
clude and. reduce. unto, Jiri 
clade os q rough i in "Partl: 
cular ang, well-govern' Churches t 
People gught to.be conſulted with, ati 
the Realonableneſs oi the Miniſter's 
Proceedings herein toward any parti- 
cular Member, ought to be evinced, 


. (and;this is, according to Scripture ) 


and fo, their Approbation required : 
6A ſeems to be taught us in-that 


of. our Saviour's, in which'out 
9 1207 upon the ſtuborn Im- 


P 
Sayjo 


cret Addreſs of the wronged Party to 
him, 30d upon his taking one\or two 
more, with him, that then he ſhould 
tell it. to. the Church, and if he refuſed 
to hear;the. Church, and for his Obſti- 
entenced bythe Church, that 

ould count. him. as a Hea- 
B4 - then 


fency of a Delinquent, upon a ſe- oe 


t A wi 
Ly 7 
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nd 7k en and a Publican': Which Sentence 


-: of the Church" ſeems to' be implyed . 


in. (35 aritecedent) the words follow- 
ing,. Verity 7 ſay unto you, Whatſoever 
ye. (the Church) fhall hind on earth, ſhall 
bound in heaven, and whatſoever ye 
ſhall Jooſe' on earth ſhall be looſed in 
heaven. And that there ſhould be this 
Harmony between the Miniſters and 
the . People, arid that their Conſent 
be had in the Cenſures, ſeenis 'to be 
very expedicnt, yea, neceſlary to the 
Ends of Ceoftires of Suſpenſion or Ex- 
communication ; which are the Hum- 
bling and Spiritual Profit of the De: 
linquent, rhe Watning and the Securi- 
 tyofthe Congrepation, the'R Fare 
2 on of Religion, And the Glor theo 
* by all. Now ek&p t there k Con 
currence berweth Paſtor ard People, 
theſe. will note. prodiiceg, for if 
Miniſter ſhonld deny theOtdinancesto 
a Perſon, and excommunicare him, and 
yet the Pebplz"own him-as's Brother, 
hell lirtle regard | bis Miniſter's xQlit- 
fog of him, agd 'be apt*to b& thore 


proud 


Dy TNA re API 8-4 
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| proud and headftrong againſt him; 
| the People will be no way ſecured but 


be in greater Danger tobe: infected z 
and by ſuch Diviſions andiAnimoſts 
ties, Religion will be diſgraced, God 


* diſhonoutf'd, and the Devil's Intereſt 


exalted. -The like will be if the: Feo- 
ple ſhould” ſeparate from a Member, 
and the Miniſter: own him, rhe tame 


: if not -worſe*Confequences: will iſſue 
* therefrom';- wherefore StiPawl expres» 


fly enjoyns 'the Concurrence 'of the 
whole Church/in Excommunication : 


: Having greatly blamed, -and ſharply 


, 


. 
J 
: 


1x 


, reproved: thetn for owning the Ince- 


- 
L 


ſtuous Perſon: as a Member - of their 


| Society'; he commands them, in the 
Name of 'the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, When _— [. 
ye are gathered together, and'my ſpirit, © 


with the power of our Lord Feſus Chrift, 
to deliver ſuch a one unto Satan, for the 
deſtruftion of the fleſh, that. the ſpirit 
way be ſaved in the day of the Lord 
Jeſus. So he alſoenjoynsthem joynt- 
y to concur in the Re-admifſion of 
that excommunicated Perſon ; when g. 


2&& The Pefhen -. Care, and, Dagnity, | | 
he hall given ſufficient Evidence of hi 
utitdigasd Repentance, ſufficient. to 6p! 
x Man-is; this Puniſhment which was 
inflicted of many, (many, ngt the Mi- 
rifer alone, but with his. People,) fo 
thac-contrariwiſe ye. (the ſame many) 
ought. to forgive him, -and comfort, 
hicm/;: leſt perhaps ſach;a one ſhould 
be:ſwallaw,d up. with, overmuch, Sqr- | 
row; .tberefare 1 beſeech.you that you | 
would conftm your love. towards, him, | 
 Whereforo. lagpoking that a Miniſter | 
fhould-know/aPerſon;ts-be; moſt un- 
worthy: of Fellowſhip, -and moſt Wor: | - 
thy: of 'Excommunication;; Yet if | 


Crime |be ſuch, as he apght not.to re- 
veal, andrhns: People being ignorant. of | 
l,. _— _—_— and.conteading; for his continuance ! 
"wink hom: be-olay: probably. ſuſpend | 
bis own) but 'wwquld..be ng way | 
adv r(eable xd. proceed toigformal-Cen- | 
ture andaudkoritative' nert pl 
tion, berayſe{o, more ture: yould wl 
dound to:the Church, then good.: 
a Miniſters: ought not analy; not | 
: thoſe thingoWtiich are-unlawful ; ao 
allo 
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II 
"th&Ratifitibh off 


gh thÞ"Paph's Dry. 


alfo*ttisY'o lit/hb to 46 thoſe things 
which't a d; improdent'and inexpedicht! 
Whetefore ſeeing the thiogs' that are 
commirted ro Miniſters,” are Theſe ſp 
ritual, heavenly, evangelical Things in- 
finitely more exceltletir” rich and glort- 
ous Ha all the Rictes; and Mines, arid 
Concerts of this life, which #re'no- 
thing corhparifort bf tht. Nevis 
their St Pos p is triore” noble a 


ex6eNe ore vEfut ahd' profirable 
thei "NY" her) 


aINK SE 


416 'aþ1 KF oeonfae 
eb af Ir Re 
Stewa (Gd #1 n i0-Hea- 
veh; af” PB * the y dh toro in 
heir RIO UNOg a&or ing. to God's 
Clare mou erante, either i in Word 
KELAT 7 oh fit BY God in Hea: 
vein,” and ſhall be niade"; good for ever 


' and ever. The Threas that they 


pronounce againſt Singers. and Hypo- 
erites in their Prez ON dw ptefum- 


| v3 or {ecure OfVEr yes *be, ſhall 
Sereh 


' bEitfli&ed BY, Goo (if they 
perſeve &r6'be {0;) And aſh i Pro- 


24. The Paſtor 4: Caro and, Dignity, | 
miſes:and Bleſlings that they. proclaim | 
' ta the Godly: and Sincere, -what. fad, [ 


hard, diſmal, next door to diſpairing 
Thoughts, they may have. of them- 


| 


ſelves, ſhall certainly be made good by 


God: and ſo whoever they exclude 


from the Priviledges of the Militant 


Church here on Earth, ſhall be exclu- | 
ded. from, thoſe, of the _Triumphanr ; 
Church ir Heaven; according to thoſe 


Scriptures already quoted, Whatfoever | 


you ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound in 
heaven, and whatſoever you ſhalt looſe on 
earth ſhall Ze looſed in heaven : Whuſs- 
ever. fins. ye remit, they are remitted ; 
and whoſpeyerfins ye retain they are re- 
tained. And thus we. have proved 


YOON men 


that Miaifters are Stewar S, and have : 
ſhewn the Excellency of their Steward- | 


ON : 


49S: 


ſhip, and proceed to the Applicati- | 


1. ſe of Information. It ſerves to | 


'x. In the great Uſefulneſs. and Pro- | 
"th 


firableneſs '0 


the Miniſtry 1in:and to }' 
| the | 


— — 


- _— '% 
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the Cliurch' of God; I had almoſt ſaid 
the Neceſſity thereof thereunto! If- it 


be not abſolutely neceſſary to the Be- 
xe-eſſe, the well-being of 'the Church : 


What Confuſion ! what Waſte,' what 


Want and Ruine, muſt the Abſence" of 
a Steward cauſe to a great and nuthe- 


- FOUS Family, wherein are too /'many 


unwiſe *and headſtrong Perſons, 'too 


" many proud and felf- conceited ones, 


too many -ſhviſh and prodigal-ones, 
Gc. his Abſence would” ſoon” diſſolve 
the Houſhold. In the-Chuech of God 
are too many weak and peeviſh ones, 
roo many proud -and 'ſelf- conceited 
ones, too many unruly and extrava- 
gant ones, &c. who without the Rule 
and Guidance of a -Miniſter, would 
ſoon diſlolvegend ruine Churches. This 
Metaphor tHKerefore ſhews the Utility 
and Benefir of Miniſters in the Church 
of God ; as do allo thoſe others of Fa- 
thers,Nurſes,Paſtors,Shepherds,Guides, 
Watchmen, and Embafladors, &c. To 
thew ' that as theſe are uſeful and. ne- 
celfary to Children, to Flocks, to blind 
Ones, 


26 The. Raftor's gre ard Nignity, | 


\ Ones, to Citixs, pd Armies,in;time of 
War, andberween diſſenting Nations, 
ofo-uſefu] andinece{lary are Maniſters to! 
(the Church'of Gbriſt. ,.;; 
ſe, x{t-informs vs in the Error 
of thoſe who judge Miniſters tg be the 
moſt; uſeleſs, -contemptible,,.and- bur-! 
.denſame Perſons;of the Humane Soci-| 
ety,-and- eſpecia}ly, if they be, plain, | 
_ powerful Heart-fearching and Conlci-| 
-:ence-ſtartling Miniſters. - Thele, pro» | 
fane and ungodly Wretches are groſly; 
 -tniſtaken, /and, under dangerous Delu- 
.-fions. | 
Exbor, 1. This; Scewardthip of, the 
.- Miniſters is ſerviceable for Exhortation; 
.::and the Obje& hereot is threefold : 

1. To: the ;,Stewards' themclves, | 
2. To thoſe who intend to be'fo., And,} 
3. To the. Houthold;over Whom: they | 
are ſo. 

1. To the. Miniſters. and frewabdll 
themſelves: And here I will pnly briet- 
ly. premiſe, that: though, Lam yery' un- 

-:: fit. and; unworthy. to-adviſe op, excite} 


ya toithoſe things|which yem;koowl 
better} 


-. no 0 
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| better, and ' are” more: forward .to do 
| than myfelt ; yet God's Providence, 


and your Call, bringing me hithery I 
muſt be your Monitor and: Rerhem- 


| brancer: wherefore F erave yout Piti- 


ence' and Condeſcention toward:rae , 
but - -require your Reverence/ and\Gt- 
Mere to' ou? ſupream Lord,” while I 


© exhort to' ſome few particulars :'As,/ 


1. That you would '{tilF tonfider, 
and walk conſtantly under the dueAp- 
prehenſion of the Greatnefs,''the Ho- 
nour, the Weight, the'Conſequenct! of 
this your Function and Steward ſhip ; 


a profound and'clear Perfwaſion Here- 
- of would be a good, and is a neceffiry 


Preparatory'to what follows. 
2. To be in Abilities, and Qualities, 


| and Pradtice, and Behaviour what their 


Fun&ion'and'Stewafrdſhipirequireyand 


: exadts fromthem: 'To be fuch,and to 


a&t and do as their Office does'cattfor, 
in all (as'much as poſſible)"execHing 
all other Servatits of the Family'and 
Houſhold. ' 'And'here Iſhalttaketeave 


 to/mind/youof ſome particulars As, 


1. Such 
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x. Such muſt -be-learned (not to! 
mention thoſe Scholaſtical Sciences , 
which all hold uſeful and neceſſary for} 
underſtanding, analiſing, and handling} 
the Word of God, and all others are: 
educated in, before they prerend to be 
Candigdatesfor this FunAion : ) I would 
here recommend the Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory, and the knowledge of the Ori-| 
ginal Languagues,, at leaſt ſome com. 
petent skill in them, -if we can't arrive. 
to a critical & exatt one, Every Steward: 
ſhould have the Key of his Store-houſe! 
at his own Girdle; if not when his} 
Duty requires his Diſtribution of thej 

» Family's Proviſion, he may be to ſeek, 
or elſe may have a Key with falſe} 
Wards put into his hand: You are} 
wiſe to adapt the Simile. To be able} 
to go, immediately to the Fountain-} 
head ourſelves, muſt be more content»! 
ing, ſatisfactory, and delightful, then; 
to receive the ſtreams through Pipes, 
by which we know not what may have| 
been contrated to allay| its Purity 


And withal, Lav ſuch a Koowkdge, we 
al 
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ſhall be qualified the more eaſily to 
. vindicare the Scripture from falſe Gloſ- 
If} fes and Interpretations which the Un- 
8g learned and Hererical are apt to im- 
re poſe upon it; and more clearly prove 
, the Mind of the Holy Ghoſt there- 
11, * 
l- 2. Such muſt be ſeen, very well 
l-! ſeen, in the things themſelves, in the 
N-' matter of their Stewardſhip, even in 
'e; all the Myſteries and Oracles of God ; 
d they muſt have a clear, diſtin, ſet- 
le; led, ſatisfactory Knowledge of all Do- 
15} &rinal and Praftical Truths; they 
X} muſt have a ſpiritual Apprehenſion of 
k,} them according to their own ſpiritual 
ſet _—_ How can a Steward ever be 
re a good Steward, and. duely diſpenſe 
| thoſe things whereof he has no know- 
n-! ledge? His Ignorance will make him 
t-' ro miſtake one” thing for another, to 
MN the difgrace of his Charge, and to the 


lips” ſhould" keep knowledge,” and they 
ſhould feek the law at his oy : Yor he 


is y the Meenger of the Lord of —_ 
C 


His 


\ 


detriment\vof\ rhe Family : The Prieſts Mal. 2. 7 


ZO 


* Matth. 13. 


52, 


Tin. 4. 
F3, 15. 
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His Lips, and to be ſure his Head firſt, 
muſt keep Knowledge, before he-can .| 
diſtribute it to the enquiring People. y 
So our Saviour faith, Every. Scribe | 
which is inſtrufted unto the kingdom of 


heaven, is like unto a man that is an . 


houſhotder, which bringeth forth out of | 


his treaſures things new and old. He ' 
mult be ſtored with all due know- 
l2dge of the. things of God, and have 
Treaſures of all forts of them : which. |. 
that we, may attain, there is required 
a ſerious; a diligent, a humble, an afli- 
duous and. codſtant ſtudying of .the |. 
Holy Scriptures, with tervent , free. | 
quent, ang, conſtant Prayer to God | 
tor bis. Bleſſing our Study: in. them, | 
and enlightning/ our Minds, and en- | 
richiog out Souls. with them. . Which | 
St. Paxl.,exhorts Timothy to, Till T | 
come, give.attendance to. reading;  me- | 
ditate , upon thoſe things, give thy ſelf * 
wholly to them, that they. profiting may | 
appear.to all. | If ſuch an-eminear and 
enlightned, Miniſter as Timothy 'eauſt 
read: and meditate to, profie : himſelf 
more 


"oO k tad "2 
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more and more in Divine Knowledge, 
then much more have we need; and 
muſt it be our Duty: to read and mes 
ditate daily and conſtantly, that we 
may increaſe therein: I mean readin 

in, and meditating on the Word of 
God, which doubtleſs St. Paz! chiefly, 
if not only meant in this his Exhorta- 


' tion ro Timothy, for he tells him in a-. 


»l 


nother place, That the ſcriptures were , Tin. 3. 
able to make him wiſe unto ſalvation, 15 *7- 


through faith which is in Chrift Jeſus. 
All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for DofQrine, 


for Reproof, for Corre&ion, for Inſtru- 


ion in Righteoufneſs, that the Man 


of God may be perfect, throughly furs 
niſhed unto all good Works. So that 


the Scripture fully and infallibly fur- 
niſhes us with all Truths, with the 
Confutation of all Errors, with all Du- 
ties to be preſſed upon all our Peo- 
ple ; and with a Difcovery of all Sins 
to be forbidden: Ang hereby the Ste- 
ward of God's Myſteries may be com- 
pleatly” furniſhed for the Diſcharge of 


2 his 
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* his FunRtion. And here for the more | 


clear fatifatory Diſcovery of the 


Truths of Scripture, and a more rea- | 


dy Uſe an] Improvement of them for 
the Benefit of the Houſhold of Gcd ; 


f would exhort to the framing in our { 


Minds of a Methodical Body of Divi- 
nity, of all the Articles of Faith, and 
of ail the Duties of Life. A Steward 
ſhould keep all his Store and Treaſure 
in a diſtin Order, or clſe he may te 
confounded, w hen having, occaſion on 
{>me unex pected Emergency, he ſhall 


be to [tek and not be able to find what | 


is required he ſhould produce :; Such a 

Rom. 12. Method of Theology i is called, zv2A0- 
6. yiev Th; m5ews, the Analogy of Faith ; 
which we tranſlate Proportion of Faith, 

wherein every, thing is fitly and pro- 

» portionably placed, has its proper de- 

p<ndence one upon another , refers 


vo niet” 70 ROOD 2ne avs; 
E 
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each to other, is proved, illuſtrated, 


ſtrengthened and confirmed each by 0- 
kh ih and 'tis called £moluzwa vyauoye 
2 Tin. 1. 1y X{yov ; TherForm or the Scheme 
" of the Plat- form, of ſound, "Words, for- 


ay . 


mally 
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mally ſo in themſelves, efficiently fo in 
others ; being the grand Inſtrument in 
the hand of the Spirit to make Souls 


* , ſound and healthy io the Fauch. Such 


a Plat-form the Apoſtje would have 
Timothy to hold faſt, to have it always 
with him; and withour qneſtion tis. 
more noble and uſetul in the Head, 
then tis in a Book: He that hath clear- 
ly and diſtinly ſuch a Body of Divint- 
ty in his Head, and has experienced the 
Grace of God in his Heart, and kceps 
alive the Graces of the Spirit, will be 
prepared upon any warning, Within a 


little time, with his Bible (when he 


can have no other Helps, ) only, ro 
preach diſtinaly, orthodoxly, and pro- 
firably upon any Polemical or PraCti- 
cal Point that may be propoſed ; by 
the uſual aſliſtance of the Spirit of God. 
Whereas ſuch as decry and jcer at this 
as Syſtematical D:vinity, if chey ſhould 
be engaged to diſcourſe upon ſuch a 
Subje&, and have nv opportunity to 
recur to their own common Places and 
Colledtions, nor the help of other 
G3 Books, 
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Books, would make but forrowtul, je- | 
june, confus'd and blundring work on'e. | - 
3. Such muſt be wile and prudent : | 
' The former of theſe three you may call 
Learning or Knowledge ; the ſecond 
you may call Sapience or Wiſdom ; 
and this you may call Prudency and 
Diſcretion : By which IT mcan a dili- 
gent and ſagacious Inquiſition into, and | 
Diſcovery of the Condition and State 
of the Family, and of each Perſon in | 
it, over W hich we arc {tated Stewards; | 
that ſo we may know what. to diſtri- 
bute of the Myſteries of God unto | 
them, which requires a very careful | 
InſpeQion into them and their ways 
and doings, and a diligent Converſe | 
with them, and Examination of them ' 
as far gs conveniently we may, A | 
Steward ſhould know the Temper and | 
Conſtitution of the Family, leſt he | 
ſhould give Food where Phyſick is 
more neceſiary, and fo hurt inſtead of | 
benefiting thoſe that are committed to | 
his Charge: he ought to obſerve whe- | 
ther they work and deſerve their Main- | 
renance, | 
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tenance, or whether they be idle and 
merit nothing ; leſt he ſhould watte his 
Maſter's Goods, by giving them to 
thoſe who ought to have none of 
them ; Miniſters muſt fo endeavour to 
« know the People of their Charge, as to 
know to whom they ought to apply 
the Promiſes; and whom they ought 
to chear with the Corcials of the Go- 
ſpel, and to .encourage with all rhe 
Priviledges thereof ; and- to whcm 
they ought to apply the Threats of 
the Law ; and to make them ro ſmart 
with the Corrofives of the Word, and 
caſt them down by a due Excluſion 
from Evangelical Communion: who - 
are Babes, and want Inſtruction and 
gentle Carriage toward them; and 
who ought to te reproved and {evere- 
ly dealt with: In a word, they © 'ght 
fo wiſely and prudently ro know their 
Perſonal Charge, as to know what is 
every ones due; and fo\ro give to'e- 
| very one ſuitably his Proportion and 


' | proper Part of the Word, Sacram nt, 
| and Cenſures. Which requires great 


k 
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meaſures of Diſcretion and Prudence: | 
and this 15 that which is chiefly decla- | 
red by our Lord Chriſt in thole. places | 
where he ſaith, that 'tis the: part of a | 


wiſe Servant and Steward over God's 
Houſe, to give them their Meat in due 


| ſeaſon; when "twill be moſt uſeful for 


them, and not when 'twould be hurt- 


. ful ro them. And as his Wiſdom is 


ſhewn in the Seaſonablenefs, fo allo in ' 


the Quality and Quantity of the Meat | . 
which he gives them, which ought al- | 


ſo to be ſuch as is due to them. Three 
great Books which a Miniſter ought 
chiefly to ſtudy, to make him wiſe 
and prudent, are the Holy Word, his 
own Heart, and his own People. 


4- Such muſt be fincere and faith»! 


ful ; they. muſt be Loyal to they 
Truſt, and according to their due 
knowledge they muſt diſpenſe what 
they are entruſted withal. An un- 
faithful Steward may greatly wrong 
his Maſter, and injure the Family, ei 
ther by an extrayagant Waſting, or a 
clandeſtine Embezelling of the Goods 
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committed to him: *tis therefore an e- 

ſpecial Qualification in a Steward, and 
eſpecially 1n a'Spiritual and Ecclefiaſti- 

cal Steward, that he be true and truſty : 

This 1s the Property our Saviour gives Matth. 24- 
of his Servant and Steward, that he be 45 
faithful as well as wiſe, have an honeſt rub: 12. 
Heart as well as an able Head, to give 4* 

his Houſhold their Meat in due ſeaton. 

And this the Apoltle ſpeaks of in the 


. Verſe immedaately tollowing the Text. 


Moreover, 'tis required in Stewards, x cor. 4. 2. 
that a Man be found faithful, as tho' 
'Twere the only neceſſary Qualification 
of ſuch an one. , And when he dires 
Timothy to the Properties of chole that 
ſhould be intruſted with the Myſteries 
of God, he tells him, The things that 2 Tim. 2. 
thou ha#t heard of me among many wit- 
meſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful 
men,- who ſhall be able to teach others 
alſo. Now this Faithiulneſs and Loy- 
alry to God, excludes. all bate and fi- 
niſter endsof the Stewardſhip, as, Ho- 
nours, Riches, Applauſe trom !Men, Par- 
tlality, Men pleaſing, ſowing Pillows 
under 


F - 

'g8 The Paſtor's Care and Dignity, 
under Elbows, dawbing with unter: | 
per'd Mortar. | 

5. Such muſt be diligent and labo-| 
rious; Srewards muſt have their heads, . 
their eyes, their hands, their feet buſi- 
ed, or they will never diſcharge their 
Office; Miniſters muſt redeem all the * | 
time they can from their Recreations | 
of the Body, from Sleep, from Vidſits ; 
they mult imploy and exhauſt all their | 
ſtrength in this their Stewardſhip ; they | 
muſt wear out their Lungs in Praying | 
and Preaching, and blunt their Brains | | 

. 1n ſtudying, grudge no Pain nor Labor, | | 
devoting their all to, and imploying it þ | 
in, and laying it out about this their | / 

Matth. 24. FunQtion : So our Saviour faith, that | 

| his Servant muſt be found fo doing | 
when he cometh ; that is, he muſt be | / 

always bufe and imployed, very in- | , 

duſtrious and laborious, and that with- | 

out ceaſing ; becauſe our Lord's com» | / 

_ ing is always uncertain. So St. Paul |} © 

2 Tim, 4 commands Timothy , 7 charge thee be- | © 

* 1,2 fore God, and the Lord Jeſus Chrif?, | | 

who ſhall judge the quick and the dead, | 

| . a} 


and the People's. Duty. 29 
. at his appearing, and his kingdom, Preach 

* the word inl(tant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, 
| reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long- 
;* ſuffering and doitrine. Day and night, 
.- at all times he muſt labor, when any 
x. Conveniency preſented : And he was 
2 a moſt excellent Prafifer of his own 
s Precepts ; for he tells the Corinthians, 
. | That he would very gladly ſpend and be 2 Cor. 12: 
r| ſpent for them : Exhauſt his Spirits, '* 
| Blood, and all for their Souls good. 

* And when he had at Miletus called the 
* Biſhops, the Presbyters of Epheſus, he 
* tells them in that excellent Speech to 
them, / kept back nothing that was pro- Afts 20. 
| fitable unto ybu : but have ſhewed you, ** 3" 
| and have taught you publickly, and from 
: houſe to'houſe : All day preaching and 
praying in publick aſſemblies; and at 

night inſtructing private families. And 
' again, watch and remember that by the 
' Jpace of three years, Tceaſed not to warn 
| every one night and day with tears. An 
| excellent Example propoſed for our 
| Imitation, 

6. Such muſt be conrageous and 

| : magna» 
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\Oppoſitions, and more ſtout and dar-| 


well as Wheat, Chaft as well as good! 


The Paftor s Care and Dignity, 
magnanimous ; Ot-an undaunted and 
tearleſs Spirit 1n the Diſcharge ot their 
Office. Stewards. muſt be ſo, or elle 
every fawcy and unruly Fellow will! 
daunt them, and tread them down, and 
ſo either make them ceaſe to Diſcharge 
their Duty, or elſe out of fear to act! 
quite contrary thereto. -So muſt Mi-! t 
niſters, becauſe they will meer with Af} r 
fronts, Accuſations, Contradictions, E- 


hate ttt ad Ty 
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'vil Intreaties from ſome other of the! c 


Family ; beſides Perſecutions of all ſorts j 
from abroad, (if chel Devil can raiſe! < 
them) even all Perſecutions of Tongue,| 

Hands, Sword, Priſons, Gibbets, and 
Flames; and the more able wie, faith- 
ful, and laborious they are, the greater} 
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ing Encounters they are likely to meet} 
with, even in the Church are Tares as 


Grain, bad as well as good Fiſh, Veſſels} 
of Wood and Earth, and to Diſhonour, 
as well as Veſſels of Gold and Silver, 
and to Honour ; and from theſe, if for- 
reign Perſecutions come not, they muſt 
expect, 
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and the People's Duty. 
| expe@t, and will experignce, very great 
| Oppoſitions and Diſcouragements, and 
| therefore they muſt have a courage 
* ous Spirit, and a Countenance like a: 

Wall of Iron, and a = of Braſs; or 
: they will never be atlfle to bear up a- 
* gainſt, and wade thro' all theſe: God 
* therefore forbids his Prophets this car- 
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i-| and ariſe, and ſpeak unto them all that I 
e} command thee : Be not diſmayed ar their 
's faces, lef# 1 confound thee before them. 
e* So alſo, Son of man, be not afraid of 
| them, neither be afraid of their words, 


1-| thou dof# dwell among ſcorpions : be not 
rk afraid of their words, nor be diſmayed at 
r-} their looks, though they be a rebellious 
etÞ houſe. | 
' 7. Such,muſt be zealous. for God's 


Stewards muſt be heartily. affeted 
with, and {wayed by their Maſter's In- 
r,þ tereſt, and muſt look upon their Lord's 
r-| Reputation as their own grand. Con- 
i} cern ; and this will engage them to be 


LC 


FT 


i 


| nal Fear of Men, as, Gird up thy loins Fer. x. 17. 


Exth. 2. 6. 


Phil. ri 20. 
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prudent, faithful, diligent, &c. in their | 
Place. So muſtMiniſters be toward God, | 
toward his Name, Kingdom, and Gle-! © 
ry. So was St. Paul that glorious Ste- 
ward, that incomparable Example of 
all Stewards; who did and ſuffered'! / 
more for the Glory of his Lord, and! 
for the Good of his Houſhold, then a-': 

ny orher; he tells us, 7hat *twas his © 
earneft expettation, and his hope, that in| 
nothing he ſhould be athamed ; but that | 
with all baldyeſs, as always, fo then alſo, | 
Chrift ſhouted be magnified in his body, | 
whether *twere'b ry life or by death. He 
would labor, he Houſe futier, he would 
live induſtriouſly, and wear out him-| 
ſelf; he-would die ſhameſully, and give} 
up himſelf'for che Magnifieation of the 
Lord Jeſus. |And fo in other places he | 
profeſſes; Bonds and affliftions abjde me, 
neither 'count T my life dear unto myſelf, 
fo 1 might finiſh my courſe with joy ; and 
the minitry -which 1 have received of the 
Lord Feſus, to teſtifie the goſpel of the 
grace of God. So that he might reſti- 
tre the Goſpel, and imroduce Fews and 
Gentiles 
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* Gentiles to' believe in- Chrift, and. to 


/ worſhip God, he would willingly un- 


dergo all Perſecutions home. to a cruel 


H 


_ © and diſgraceful Death, And-ſo again, 
p I am ready not to be bound only, but al- ang 21% 


fo. ro dis at Feruſalem. for the name of 4 


4 © the Lord Jeſus. For his: Praiſe and 


Q 


i 


, 


Y, © 


+ Glory ; ſo allo ought we to be zealous 
; toward it, if ever we hope to tulgþour 
- Miniſtry: Ax, 

* $8, Such ought to be loumg and at-;) 

te&ed toward the Church,.and People þ 
of Gad, to fet.a due Value upon; their: 
: Souls, and to have ang ardeit good will 
toward. them : Stewatds: ſhould have. 
Love toward the Farmly, rejoyce-miits\ 
welfare, delight. in-its Proſperity, SE. 
' without which they! will either care- 

eſly negle&, or heedlefly..and: heart- 

lefly perfotm their Daty-taward them. 

So muſt Miniſters be toward.their Peo- 

ple; and hereinalſo follow that glorious. 
Pattera.St, Paw, who fayy concerning. 
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lie nod, my conſcience alſa bearing me wit--3- 
neſs in the Holy Ghoft, That I have 
great 


the Jews, I jay the trath in Chraft, Frm, 9. 1, 
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44 The Paſtor's Care an Dignity, 


my heart : For I could wiſh myſelf were 
accurſed from-Chrif? for my brethren, my 
_ kinſmen according to the fleſh." "And a- 


" prayer to'God for Iſrael is, that they 
might be ſaved. The ſame ardent Love 


great heavineſs and continual ſorrow in | 


[ 


| 


Rom.10. 1. gain , Brethren, my bearts defire and B 


and earning Bowels had he toward the-! 


' Gentile Churches; 1o he tells'the Corin- 


2 Cor. 12. thians, Behold, the third time I am rea- 


I4, 15. dy fo come fo" you; and I will not be bur- 


denſom t6'you;;- for 1 ſeek not yours, but | 


you for children ought wot to lay up for 

the 'parents; but the parents for the chil- 

dren. Axd t will very gladly ſpend and 

be ſpent for you, though the more abun- 

dantly I love you,” the leſs 'T' be. loved. 

And fo allo he declares his Love'to the 

d _ Theſſalonians,. But we were gentle among 
'* you, even'as a nurſe cheriſheth her chil- 
dren : So, being affelionately defirous of 

you, we were.willing to have imparted to 

youy/ (not the goſpel of God only. bat alſo 

. - = aur oumn\ſduls, Becauſe ye wee dear unto! 
:18\.':1 Te fmow how \we exborted: and com 
fartetl, and'charged- every one 'of you (as 
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2nd the P eople's Dty. | 
a father doth his children.) So ſhould 
our hearts be affected roward our Ped- 


ple; and fo we ſhould follow that Pre» 
cept, Feed the flock of God, and take 


the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, 


but willingly ; not for filthy lacre, but of 
a ready mind. 

9. Such muſt be humble and pati- 
ent : Stewards muſt be of a compoſed 
and even Spirit, and not be in a pat- 
fion and ſtorm for every little Miſcar- 
riage; elſe they'll be unfit ro manage 
the Aﬀairs of a great Houſhold. So 


Miniſters muſt be of a ferled and undt- 


{turbed Spirit, not ſoon angry, over- 
looking, paſſing by , and dif-regar- 
ding oft, and not troubled at the 111 
Humors, and unhandſom and provo- 
king Carriage, w hich they muſt expect 
to meer with from ſome or other of 
the Family ; yea, frem them from 
whom they leaſt expect it, and leaſt 
deſerve it': This is exprefly command- 


ed them';'a Biſhop mitt be-patrent :©, 7; 


fri} 10 rite Servane of the! Lord-tmuſt 4 
wor"ftrive;" dut'be-pehrle ro all Heh, 
TEE D apTt 


4.5 
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2 Tin 2 apt to teach, patient, in cheekneſs in- 


24, 29 


ſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, 
if God. peradvenrure will give them re- 


pentance tv.the acknowledging of. the * 


: Truth, and that they . may. recover 


12 


[ 


themſelves out- 01 che Snare of the De- 


vil's who are taken captive at bis.will. 
They muſl-imitate Moſes, and be zea- 
lous-in God's Cauſe ; but meek and as 
ugconcerned. ip their own, &s. 

Lo. Laſtly, Such muſt be blame- 
leſs, and tree from all: Vice ,, com- 


- mendable, praiſe worthy, and fthining 


1n all Graces, an ; Vertues, 1n all: Gra- 


vity. and venerable Deportment : | Ste- | 


wards muſl be fo, cr they, will-never 
keep up their Authority in the Famib 
ly.;, if thev.be.vain or vicious, every 


one will deipiſe them. $o Miniſters | 


mutt excel in-glbexcellent and-eminent 
Manners ang, Practice, -and give all 
good Exampls to tlitir. People ; fo 


thee are wad 'd, Not as Lords over | 


a 3% 
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and the People's Duty. - +, 47 
verſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
in purity. And St. Paar-reils us that 
he was {o, Brethren, be ye followers 'to- Phil-3. 17: 
gether of me ; and marke thew- which © 
walk ſo as*ye have us for an enſample : 
' For our converſation u in hetven, \from 
* whence alſo we look for: the Savioar the. 
| Lord Jeſus Chrift. Which they muſt 
' | do to confirm their NoCtrine ; they 
muſt preach out of the Pulpit by their 
Lives, as well as in the Pulpit by their 
Sermons : this they muſt do to main- 
; | -tain their Authority over, and their 
Reſpe&t from the Houſhold of God. 
- | So St. Paul direQs Timothy to do, ha- 
{ ving commanded him, Let no man de- 1 Tin. 4. 
| ſpiſe thy youth. He knew that ſome *- 
Perſons would be apt to diſdain to be 
taught, to be reproved by a young 
Lad, a beardleſs Boy, (as we uſe to fay) 
& ſo to contemn him ; which he warns 
him againſt, and dire&ts how he may 
| avoid 1t, even by being an Enſample to 
ef} the Believers in Word, in Converfati- 
*} on, Oc. by ſhining in all Graces, Dus 
- tics and Vertues toward God and Man. 
y, 'D 2 And 
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43 The Paftt''s Care and' Dipnity, 
\ d.\this was that which procared ito | 
obn the Baptiſt fo great Reverenttarid | 
Holg 6. Reſpedt from Herod, He feared Fohn, | 
- © huawvivg thut he was a jui? wanand au 
holy, © obſerned him, and "when he | 
heard him,be did many rhings, and beard | 
him wladhy. $0 that his etmiyent Life * 
and ſhining Converſation woh him , ' 
from ſuch: g' cruel Tyrast, 'awe to his | 

Perfon, attendance to his Dodtrine, and 
abedience in'many things:ro' his Injun- 
Gions ; tho' in-the caſe of his'Ferodi- | 
as, rather than be'parted/from- her, he | 
would part Fohy's Head from his Body. | 
The Title thar-the Holy 'Ghteſt-gives | 
-. Mwiiſters, do'all engage thifm hereun- | 
-it9; as they are-called Embiſfadors,Fa- | 
thers, Lights, Stars, Angel: How prave | 
theo;how ſhining, how extraplary, how 
heavenly ſhould: 1hzy- be > The chief | 
Graces and-Durics which they ought to | 
have and perform, and the great Vices | 
and Sins which they ought to ſubdue 
| and avoid, we: have ſp<cified iff '1' 77m: 
3.4, .7-" 746 5:55 6; 87 © Which 1 re- 
tex; )you. Ari word; ler 49 but vel 
If 6 $01 | 


:1,,6d the Pooph's Duty. -'' ap 
| fiudy and. follow the ghyee SO 
| Paul tg, Tuothy, and Titus » and we 
ſhall nerd; ao. other Cannons of- Dire 


| Qory:;. tor, he tlks Zimotbyithat *ewas 

* far this, «nd ghac._ hs: wrote thoſe, Be 

| patles-xo.hma, If 7 tarsy, langs that-thou " 7'. 5 
; 15 

* matiit know how thou ougbteſt to behawe 
thyſelf in the houſe of God, which 1s the 


ground of truth, 
Now becauſe I kaow that thro' the 
Corruptions of our own. Nature; art 
* our bake inward Diſcouragements, and 
* the manitgld and great Oppoſitions 
| and Contrwidions.that we do: of may 
** meet with, Motives-are-uſeful. to-ex- 
| cite us to alb theſe Particulars, Þ ſhgll 
| take leave to hjat ſomefew, very brief- 
ly, becauſe a word to tae: wile: 15 ful- 
ficient. 

Motives, 1. Becauſe of our Lord, 
whole. Stewards. we are;” there is: no» 
thing in-him, (as there may be in-/Hu- 
mane Lords. and. Maſters, ). that can 
give: us, the leaſt Incouragement- to & 
mit, to be. remils in,. os” ta- contradiet 

D 3 Our 


| church of the living God, the pillar and 


go The Paſtor's Care and Dignity, 
our Duty ; but: all to the contrary : 
God is not ignorant, but knows us, 
and all we do; he is not careleſs or 
heedleſs, but ſtrictly and exactly ob- 
ſerves us, and all our Behaviours ; he 
' 48 not unconcerned about his Family, 
or no way totched with our Miſde- 
meanors, andits Wrongs, bur very jea- 
yous of his*9wn Glory, and his Fami- 
ly's Good ; he 1s not impotent or un- 
able tro Avenge himſelf, or execute his 
Diſpleaſure, but Almighty, &c. 
2, Becauſe of the Houſhold over 
which we-are, *tis the Church of God, 
his Flock and Hyrirage, his peculiar 
Treaſure, the 'Apple of ' his Eye, and 
the Darling'of his Soul, &c. 

3. Becauſe of the great and glori- 
ous Things that are intruſted with us; 
Word, Ordinances, Diſcipline, Spiritu- 
al, Heavenly 'and Divine Things, ſub- 
ferviated ro God's greateſt Glory, and 
to Man's ſupream and eternal 'Gocd. 

4- Becauſe of the great and glorious 
Reward, they ſhall receive that duely 
diſcharge their Stewardſhip: *Tis faid 

| CONs 
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concerfring the good, wife, faithful and ** 


"and the People'+ Dikty. 1 51 


perſeveringly diligent Servant and Ste- Marth. 24, 


ward; that he is bleſſed; and his Lord 


will make him Ruler' over all that he 43, 44. 
hath. *' And that rhe Elders, who feed 2 P75: 1, 


the Flock,” and rake rhe Overſight of ” 
it willingly, and of a ready Mind, and 
are Enſamples thereto when'the chief 


Shepherd ſhall appear, they thall IC Day,12. 2. 


ceive-a Crown of Glory that faderh 
not away. Miniſters, good'tnes, (tall 
ſhine like Stars, while others ſhall be 
but ag the Firmament : 'We ſhall be re- 
warded' not according to our Succeſs, 
but according to our Labour and Faith- 
fulneſs in our Miniſtry:; for Succeſs is 
God's,-but Labour and Induſtry is ours 
by God's' aſſiſtance, and therefore if 
there be a Miniſter more faithful, la+ 
borious, zcalous, &c. in his Fun@ion, 
tho' he.convert no Souls, yet he ſhall 
receive a greater Reward ther another, 
who is lels ſo, and converts many Souls, 

5." Becauſe 'of the dreadful Punith- 
ment' which thoſe Stewards muſt en-= 
dure; which are'nor, which do not, 4o 
as 


7 The Þ «fox 5 Care and Dignity, 
Lulg 12: 95,We have beeg. exhorted ta, : Inthoſe 


lo Regt uotedPaſſages”tis threat- 
red a .the Lazy, the Secure, the 
de, and the, Fighting Servant and 
ward, That hs Lord will come in a 


# i Þy that he-looketh not for him, and at 


an hour that he is not aware, and will cut 
bim in ſynder ; aud will appoint bins his 
, portron with. tbe hypocrites and, the unhe- 
lievers. . And St. Paul. denounceth a 
Woe againſt hunſelf if he preached nor 
the Galpel; and fo to us, if we do not 
preach it; and; practice it as we. ought; 


As good Miniſters are ordioarily the | 


beſt Mzn, and, do, God moſt ſervice, 
And the Church moſt benefit on Earth; 
and. {o receive; yhe greateſt degrees of 


Glory, ig. keaven : {o bad and; profane | 
Mipiſters are uſyally the very worſt of | 


*\ſen, bing yo, God greateſt Diſhonaur, 


to the Church, get Detriment, and 


{hall lis down 
leſs Pir, 
6. I would add one mare to Mini- 
ſters of our, Perlwaſons, and that is, 
Becauſe in theſe days God bath, $1969 


eepelt 1 1 BE botrom-, 


ly 


 (nGthe Peaphy'4 Duty 
Us ſo FO as Libexty, hath, e- 


pened our. Mqughs, giver. us Freedom, 
{2 FEI . boldly wp publickly to 
n gregations, withous tear of Fines or 
Fonds, : And has hitherto to this Gy i fa 
* gracioully pralonged. 1 gl=- 
| w us AF -, Nyc in Peace, 
| Ingenuity. and. Gratitude ſhguld con- 
> ſtrain us to do all that poſſibly we can 
* for God and hisGlory, for Chriſt and 
* his Church. 
_ progeed to the ſecond Objet 
* of Exbortation ; 
2. Fhis ſerves to exhort thoſe who 
| antend -»h the Miniſtry, to conſider 


| well and wiſely what they are about, 
"| what the greatneſs, the weight, the 


| charge; of. this Stewardſhip are, and 


"| what they ought. to. be and lo that are 


| of this Function, and ſo, not tedare to 

|| enter-raſhly. thereon, without, the due- 
| Qualifications. (at leaſt in, fome good 

|  meaſaure,): of Head, Heaxr, and Lite, of 

Learning and Orthodoxy, , of Grace 

and. r-E/p; of Manners, and Praiſc- 

. workhugeſs,. of ; Conneriatinn, St. Paul 


Cl» 


8&4 The Paſtor's Care and Dignity, 
x 73.3.6. enjoyns that a Miniſter maſt  nor' be | 


| 


ovice in, the Faith, nor'a Novice in 


y29pvAG., a Novice, or a Novel Graft 
juſt now grafted in ; he'muſt 'not be a 


Grace, nor 'a Novice in Manners. Pet- 


ſons 'muſt not take the Charge'of"the | 
Myſteries of God to themfelves,*when | 


they are but little better qualified then 
the meaneſt Servants, got fo well as 
moſt, 'yea, perhaps really' cor of the 
Family of God themſelves, of the In- 
viſible Church by Grace. T would not 


here be thought to diſcourageall young | 


* Men from entring upon the Miiſtry, 
(eſpecially now tf ) 

is in ſo great need of Paſtors,)' for 'l 
well know that a young, 7imothy may 
be as well qualified for it, and gemean 
himſelf as 'well in it, as x oFeaged A- 
poltos : But then T am furefych quali- 
fied young Men will be the'feaſt for- 
ward, andThe'maſt backward to under. 
take it, becauſe they know theNaugh- 
tineſs of their own Hearts, 'theftrergrh 
ang working of their own: Cofruprt: 
ons ; they know they haver 7 Hird task 
yy | tg 
of 


s 


I bs 


at the Church of God | 
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and the People's Dut 9. 


to look after, and to keep their own 


Souls, . and therefore they tremble. to 


| take upon them the Charge of others 
*. Souls; to be-put upon keeping others 


Vine-yards, when they cannot keep 


| their own ; and fo muſt be thruſt out = 
| (as it were) with Violence.;into. the * 


Lord's Harveſt. Whereas they who 


are leaſt prepared and. moſt unfit;:.are ., 


the moſt forward to undertake the 


Miniſtry; and'will not'be reſtrained by 
any Cautions from. ruſhing, upon that 


| FunCtion, for which they have no Fit- 
_ neſs nor Preparation. 


I proceed to the third Objef of this 


Uk: 


- This ſerves to exhort the Family 
and Houſhold over which” Miniſters 
are Stewards; that in the words of the 
Text, They would ſo account of | them, 
duly carry. 1t toward them. in Ming, 
Heart, and Pratice ; I. ſhall mention a 
few. Particulars-very briefly: 

1. Do you: Honour, :and-Reverence 
your Miniſters as-in'fuch's'Funion ; 
for tho* they be your' 'Fdltow-ſervants 


2 t0- 


1 Theſſ. g. 
12. 


Heb.13.17. 


r Cor. 9, 
17, 18. 


86 The Paftor's Care and Dignity, 


toward God, yer they are your 1periors \ 


it the Family, having the hipheſt Office 


therein, and none above thern'as they ate 


lers over all:his:Houſhold: and that which 
 Apoltlegall Diſpenſatipn or Steward: 
jp in,qne Verlp, in the very. next he calls 
Power or Authority. Wherefore you owe 
them Reſpe& arit Reverence, which you 
Muſt have in your Hearts aid Carriage 
toward their Perſons. ry 

2, Obey your Miniſters, and ſabmit- 
wng ves unto them, to theit Aytho- 
rity: in, Chit, you- muſt ſubmit, 'and) ro 
theirs Commands from. Chriſt youauſt 
bey-:, (IF what we-enyoyn. be..nat accore 


, _ 


ing to the Word,, do not obey us; as if | 
what we teaclr be'not according to it, do | 


not- believe us; and if what we threaten 
be not acconding-to-it, d&-not- fearit, ec.) 
Whatever; werenjayn: ors forbidg {if .it be 
proved, fromthe Ward of Chriſt, you.muſt 
da. the. one, andh farbear the; other. : You 


are 


* _ 
—_—_— 7 


= con 
* 
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#hi#the Peoph's Duty. 


are commanded, To obey them that have Heb. 13. 


* the rule &ver you, and ſubmit yourſelves ; for 7: 
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| they watch for your ſouls, as they that mui? 
' give account, that they may do it with joy and 


- not with prief, for that u unprofitable for you. 


3. Love your Miniſters dearly, and at- 


* fe& them highly, {in all theſe gotonen 
| we ſuppoſe them to be {ach as 

| name of Minifters, and dotheir Dury) for 
{ their great Labours, and the great and ine- 
 ſtimable Profie they bring (it the Fault be 


eferve the 


not your, own,) to your own Souls: So 


they loved St. Paul, who when hetook his Afs 20. 
Leave of them, and told them he ſhould 3% 3*- 


ſee them no more ; wept ſore, and fell on 
his neck and kiſſed him. And yer more 
the Galatians loved him at their firft Con- 
verſion, and before they were alienated 
from him by Undertniners and falſe Tea- 


chers, far tie bears chem Record, That if i The. 5. 
it bad bets to whle they would bave Plucked out 12, 13. 
their eyes, and bave piven them to him; (that 


8) if thefeby they could have done him a. 


| ny ſervice) And the Apoſtle commands 


you alt eq efteem them very highly in love 
for their Works fake , ho labour among 
you, ang art over you in the Lord, and admo- 


—_— 
" 4. *Content yourſelves wich the Portion 
of God's*Myſteries which they diftribure 
y E 3 io 


3 TheP eftor's Care and Dignity, 


to you : You muſt conclude that ſuch are 
. wiſer then you, and better know what is 
beft for your Soulsfthan yourſelves ; if they, | 
reprove you, it they caution you, look up- | 
on it as more proper and uſeful then Com- | 
mendation and Encouragement: If they } 
adviſe you to abſtain a ſhort time longer, | 
from the Sacrament, till you have gotten 
more Knowledge and better Preparation ; | 
not to exclude you from it, but that you j 
may come more profitably and comfort 
ably to it, be well content, and do nor fling 
_ off in aPet,-as the fooliſh and inexcufable 
>- manner of ſome is, and never come near | 
and hear him more. ; 
5. Help your Miniſters in their Charge 
and Labour, and make. ir as eaſie 'as you 
can for them : The Stewardſhip and Charge 
of God's Myſteries, and of Souls, is a moſt 
weighty and tremendous Burden, which 
' you ſhotld endeavour to alleviate, which 
you ſhould do, by being thriving Chriſti. 
ans in Knowledge and Godlineſs, for this 
would be their Delight, and where the 
Heart is joyful, there the Labour. will be 
eaſie. By. edubating your- Families (Pa 
rents and Maſters) in the Faith of Chriſt, 
and the Fear of God; by watching loving: 
ly and prudently one over another, a 
mutually reproving, adviſing, exhorting, 
warn- 
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| warning,' as guſt caule is given, Were theſe 


things duly, performed by che People, much 

| her's Care and Pain would. be di- 
EE odds os boiione Fn | 

6, Pray to God fervently for ſuch Ste- 


| wards when you are deſticute of them; and 
| bleſs God enlargedly for them when you are 
| furniſh'd wich them, as one of the greateſtBleſ- 
' fings under Heaven. Thus we have finiſh'd the 
' Uſe of Exhoreation, and proceed to a third, 


3. This Dodtin ſerves by way of Reproof, 
IT. To Stewards. 2. To the Houſhold. 
. Repreh. 1. Of all Miniſters that either are 
hs oh unwilling- ro do the Duty of the 


| Stewards of God's Houle, that either neglect 


or contradict their Duty eicher in Language 
or Carriage, who by ſpeaking or living do poi- 
ſon or diſorder the Houſhold, or by filence 
and lazineſs ſtarve it, the condition of ſuch 
Wretches-is miferable and dreadful. "e 

2, Ot thoſe of the Houſhold who either o- 
mit or contradi& theſe Duties they owe to 
their Miniſters, do not ſo account of them as 
of God's Stewards, but demean. themſelves 
Juirte contrary ;- thele little conſider chat che 
Dif-reſpes. and Injuries they. offer the Ste- 
wards (the. Miniſters) are offered to the Lorf 
(even God himſelf) of che Houſhold ; yer he 
tells them hey are ſo, He that: deſpiſeth you de- 
ſpiſeth me, and be that deſpiſeth me deſpiſeth bim 


that 


8. The Pator's Cart adi Diknity, 


that. ſent me, Luke 16. 16. Aha Chiift's awd I 
's Diſhonour will redound to your De. 
FraRion, if Repentance and 'Reformation 
revent not. I proceed to the fourth and 
fat 1 le. 
This Dodtrihe alfo ſerves for Comfort < 
laborious Minifters and +750 | 
Conſol. 1: To all ren , able, faith ful, ſhi- 
hing Miniſters, who aithful ydifcharge, an 
oy uly demean chemſelvesi in elk Steward hip: 
uch are moſt excellentand moſt bleſſed ones, 
whatever a proud, fooliſh and profane Worll 
judges of ctietn. 
2. To all thoſe of the Family that duely 
__ »* Uemean themſilves toward their Miniſters, 
) atid in all things do dutifully accourit of thehn 
as Miniſters of Chriſt, atid Stewards. of chb 
Myſteries of God, for the Horiour and Re 
fpe&, the Obedience and Duty that are giveh 
to theſe are given to the Lord Chrilc himfelf, 
as he himſelf aſſures us, He that heareth you, 
beareth- me, and the hondiers that is given to Chrif 
ſhall return an bundred fold into ith bbſom of hirk 
chat gives it, Luketo.16. Wotlht £5 God chat 
all Coogregs ations bad ſuch Kewards andPy- 
ſtory, atd chat all Stewards had (ach'a Pani. 
1y and Cohgregation, each diſcharging theft 
Duties tiete. diſcoutſed of ; for fs woult fate 
very well. with'che Church of Uod:; F.x 
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